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THIRST KILLS MEN IN THE "

fOW CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA DESERTS
'''zsf"' BY IRVING SfrORr. ' "

f3BgT?;GBLES. Oct. 35. Many a mys-- j
could bo cloarerl up;

had tonguo
California

to tell
seen. Many a

mother, oC father.
unwed, that must

would ccaso if

if.d!tppcauncc California and
to tho tragedies

tell the namco, of
of lost

of the l"""-0-

of the civilized
up the shifting
districts or the

who witSf) the last live years
rone mnd n id died In those suu-,vt- l'

waterics- - solitudes. How many
'Ha more h lonp on the mournful
oMIjc vcats preceding WK) It Is Idle

SJilly. wlrn the mow f.tiNh' d Sin
),"Los Angeles & Salt bake railroad

Slnlne nslflftr nnd fhalrmnn of the p.olosrl- -

Hi section ef the lo Ancclcs Academy or
Klenctx Ho brought about tho movement

.'Kf thi srotection of desert traveler?.

Ski i

lints being' pushed mile by mllo to a meet-- ;
OBngr point In the desert, construction
ilfr-cw- came upon thirty human skeletons
"Brown along the nurrow rlBht-of-wa- jj

IT HwJiin tho confines of Lincoln county.
IHne oj them. It was Judged, had been
Hre for months. somo had been whlton-H- f

In the pitiless sun for years. Xono
)Hv1d be Identified, for all had followed u,'

Kmon precedent and cost away their
Hwilng In the agony of delirium that'
jKffs men n few hours before they die of
'Hf desert thirst.
IjKfithlrty lost men found opm sepulcherH and again within bo fractional a

Hj os that, how many more must havo
VHpbcd elmllarly within the 70. CO") square
MKyg of blazing 'barrens that form In
Hw the California counties of L03 An-H-

Ioyo. San Bernardino. San Diejo,
llJereJde and Kern, and tho Nevada
YBitlea of Jmeralda Lincoln and XyeL
9iBth valley 'alone, sweltering between'i mountains of the Panix-&-

anf' Funeral range on tho Mojavc
SWfrt of Inyo and San Bernardino coun-- ,

has given undug graves to countless;
fcbers of lo?t prospectors and t ravel -

I'fml over apj. desert region today
0nB Ire brd of an inland sr-t- . the

us arc scattered skeletons that
SM.Pf 'onely human sacrifices on the

Gold and Thirst. Scarcely a forl
mMt passes without bringing to Los

thc noffl of tn0 ilndfng of these

I

relics or the succoring In
menta r t50'" lost projector

and bahbllng forIJjk l'covery of prodigious
In eouthcrn Nevada and thef(W "nonths ago of Senator

I railroad Unking

I v;",lh Los Aiiselos. tbo com-- ISinp!lal ?f ouihcni California,ft,rh Ito face to tho desert.
I Intfni preliminary dotttllB that

8 S5 0n, llmt u,e conntlfis

ifuturir'ni.0 dSBort tvavelerrf
Wilna r5lnp lhcl1, and.m.3erably for wulU of u llttlo

2 ted Wjf Kta'atur... uppro-- S

'er cIoul5ri17he(lld'luro, art- -
In ti, ,.hc of Hlgn- -

animals. A lesser sum ras llkewlr.o ap-
propriated by the last S'evuda Legisla-
ture.

Statjapproprlatlons
cttln J ofll?"tS Supopvlaora are

alllv 8,?e1 xury finds, and
''i t,ai,vu f.or 0,,ccrtcd notioncZ,,; AnisJcH Ohambcr ofaSew,,rSugh the Ie'wnt efforts

S,i.Vif. Arsons, a o desert
i"ro,?, '.8 b,el''t' orf.ie9tly followed

sUem l now. 0111 nto tho
Z " 10 Kathcr xncl data as totwm' f' h,niB8, rl,V ' a,,,, hr Urellmlnnry

mTJ. anll"B- well-- St,u .mor.. humanecould scarcely be iidsrtnken.
U.mTr Supervisor favor the erec- -

, ,r,0'! Sulde puta.Meeply anchotvd

E ls, cttlnB f directions Into" '0nnlsenrn n,, w.llh vncllE. as a pre- -

"no eSu l WQ1. "n Other Su--v n "Ps1 Hies of the letdirections Into tlJverv Iron or tho
mr-f- '? ? t?ecae. iDicllevabla us it

3Wn.?n-,nnrfhe- , t,e'1,'ts i CaJTornIa andand n.Hi'ae, who think
!l spo,'.t f ""Nnber their

nnl5n?0V ,,i1c!, for 'I'vlllf-- pa"!
slgnpo-t- s iliey encounter In

I f w",er'R. whHomov.-lni- r a 011 v
no? lln nowith't the vanda'l

oftci.has'ncnn.ind meant, be- -v.ildernitnt, tniture. .delirium and deaih
tnll

110X1 mT fan's 'rtlong the dim I

.uA ?ew '"sttyices of death bv '

thirst and of escape fron death bv these I

chance ineetlngB. taken froma record kept by tho villfr during thepast throe months, will' Illustrate moreaccurately than any meP statements ofopinion thj despcrnlo nctd for Jist suchaction us Is now being i!;en by countvoniclals InTsouthern Toff.da and south-eastern California. Forlbrevltv'H sakethe facts will be Mated li outline onlvOn the 9th of July Jams P.. McRac aprospeclor. reuched San lernardlno withnews of a fearful tiagedi hurclv avertedIn the Telescope mountain. In the Death I

Valley region.? His hor had ried of.heat ond forcing McRae
to abandon the wntor rjpk the r.nlmnl
had been carrvlng. He his canteen
and started afoot to thepcarest spring, j

ten miles away. At the Jul of the first
tlvo miles he found that Mlf of his mea-ger suunlv of water hd boon inithrough an unsuspected lak In the can-
teen. He drank what wasl-ft- . to savo It.
then lay down In the bloing sun under
a,mesqulte bush to await lio cool of thenlghl. When the sun hadgone down he
started again for thesprlr. The follow-
ing day ho came In 'tdghtof It and let
out of hip parched throat shrill cry of
Joy. Instantly an tuisweoig cry camo
ouy of the ahadeless dplH of a nearbvcanyon, greatly startling MTtae. lie hur-
ried to the spring and filed his leaky
canteen, all the time ikceplij up a shout-
ing that was answered at ttervals faint-
ly from the gulch. the .direc-
tion of the sounds hcjrnniMpoii six pros-
pectors, lying about) in tin scant shade
of the brush, all butone oh hem too far
gone In tho agonies of thirsho cry out or
get Upon their feet) The Ine who was
most nllvo had, donj the cjllng for tho
rest. McRae dosed tlietn wb water from
his canteen, nnd wben th revived led
them to the spring, hot tnoi than half a
mile away. There die lost)nen covered
their faces and tllltjd thelrrrackod and
blackened mouths with mufto draw out
the Intolerable palrt Aftcithreo days
they wore uble to tihvel onniavlng been
given their bearings ,by Melw. The par-
ly of sis were Jamjs De Ipg nnd JIv-ru-

Phillips, minersfrom thlCnm River
field: William Blnle or Qens vallov;
Ben Raymond, a DoKgett mV-r- . and two
brotliers named Rlr. from thrump.

A lost cjiird save3 Mauj Scp(iLvdn.
his wife and tjirf" rhl!dn-n- . bm death In
the desert neav Moaea July They had
.sjarted .by wagon, from jovwda for i

Gearchllght, and ha I kepi G the beaten
truck as far as Moai n. Soonjrter leaving
that place they atempted.t short cut,
and became lost. Tpcy four themselves I

''i

PROSPECTI PARTY
irXLT r,ul froin Searcliiictu Ihu uworfeii ires are tlie ivj41 u( ,jK.

""pnUnentulft;

r,?.v,'Uley

pmlliiIn the same .t tjla
has dapped thf'coilrage of tlx-t- j hnrd-ene- d

prospectorB-Jilo- nu tn ihtffriUt of
the Illimitable sapd and aQ v(iniIlsign of any sort to guld" or
left. Hoarding their deplt-ni.M- , Watersupply for tho chJhiriT lln- -

llKeHt u
tot of vears-thcpatei- itK ahffl ti,0
fierce pungs of thirst. Their h'wertj
all but tlnlnhc-d- . IThen n thi..r.Mtorni
cfime up suddenly thvnchlngj,,, llUlj
partiully refilling jlhi'ir fusl: Sru KJCt

dav Sepulvi'du saw a truln gilt, u.,.(iHH

the horizon- Thai way lay snltfotl ITu
drove his HtifTerlin: horses furl U)nri4
trying to roaoh the track MK rpjj
ratllo uiid roar ofia vtonil ihii!fr;a(0,.m

'made the horsfrf mad with r .,mj ,

U'ev broke hwhV. rpsjt-f.ln- h ,'..nu0
before kicking frn of the Imrl 'f
death Indeed sturd at the lliilJ',vnn,i
threntfliK-- tlmm Isti-- by st.-.- " , ,

juncture one 01 the ihildron v.f iiNmJ:U.
Searchliif; for H Semilveda A" ,

swale, and saw It; the dlsta p

minors. Th- - child was found fu.,.rs the Sebulv das 1.. ltll"u. t

irv 1iatlsf1ng lh(.lr tavtul i'"'i"0,.

j

i?'".'" I mw.h the Mflinrl to "r.sl't The

5j: utruncc nwii; the UluWInV ipc Lc-.- n --Mlitonda nd NbJo. j

P '

n

-l- ies ofuf 'o? CSBryeU,VCda 0nc 1W

of Death
Weller aiid R n?i 'V 0!1P8 of liiirl
They thiT 11V.8. f ""ride. Colo
tho ghtlerl i s bedk

" ,1,e senrch for

valloy. Aecomninlr di?5 '"t tlmt

asgS J&d ss
lli:inm ,.nl

, mn 3,1,ot ,,Cftr t;n"l). and bv

SluKIn "(l 'T,t,,:, Klftou11 du', nr
? c,unp "K'nst theirinn ti10y ;)ovr camt Thev (lllUt

? ptv. 1,1 do1 r ous wandering bvAlte lKS.,,!:.,., dr,nk !iml Ki,id- -

nulan ?ilf,-v-,,i-
n e prrspector, left

Riverside tounty, July 3. on ti prospecting

"CAMP CHRISTMAS,"
In th- - Colorodo river bottoms On tho extreme left of ih i;roup In Prof "V. U AVatto,the koo.obIbI. Or- the axiremo rlchi Is Mr. t'arfionn. Tho old man satwl next to Prof. Watts13 now In prison on a charge of murder

trip. He vns accompanied bv James
Klttc. also an experienced miner". Twelve
miles out Kltte was taken sick. Jle turned
back, and by so doing escaped death with
Rll'-'y- . The latter's water supply became
exhausted while he was hunting without
"Id of signboards (of which there were
none) for Cottonwood Springs. Following
his tracks two weeks later, a searching
party found Riley's bodv fostering undera clump of brush. He had wandered fifty
miles In his blind search for a drink.

J. H Hooker, an aged health-seeke- r
from tho East, came to Indlo. The climate
was a specific for his malady, nnd he re-
covered rapidly. July 7 he started out
from Indlo for a short walk into the edge
of the dosert. It was the cool of the
morning, and the thought of carrying a
canteen of w.iter along did not even occur
to him. . Before noon ho was lost. There '

were no signboards to guide him back. At
night he wns found wandering three miles
away, a maniac Thirst and tho awful
heat had dethroned his reason.

June 30 the westbound Southern Pacific
Overland brought Into Colton a pitiable
passenger 7?rank Seaman, residence un-

known. He was almost naked, covered
with mud, and tho llesh of his hands and
feet was streaked with blood. The ends of
his fingers wen.- split bone, from
digging in moist earth for water. Hl
tongue" v.'as' swollen to twice its Blze, his
lips were blackened nnd cracked open. IIo
had llagged the passenger train by taking
a sjand between the rails and refusing to
move at the fruntlr whistlings of the

J.le l'nil stniied from Indlo to
walk to 1.6s Angeles and lost.
There w?re no signposts.

Oil ,Snpte:v)hir j a party of prospectors
brought Tom Newton, e'raxy and dying,
fisirt GokUiHd. They brought also till"
iiruiT that the had liiiil"d his rompanion.
William f'eterxon. beside n mosquito tree
nine lulled out In the, dcaerl, at a spot
half a mile from where they found Nc--

ion wandering, linked. In delirium. New-
ton nnd felerson. both of thuni n

jirpypeeinrs and eamp men' In the
southern .Niviuia districts. Inid stmiod
out from Rhyollte on a search for. tin1
silp)o.-sw- l tubulins dlggluBti of Walter
Soott ("Scoity" in valley. 'I'hey
beeatne lost and ehuusted their sllglit
xupplv of water. Three days out. I'rter-bO- u

died or tlu lieai and lltirflt. NVwton
wattdred on. losing ills reason us he
went. When found by the rescuing party ;

lie was naked and leuplng about In tin
blazing rtiin like :I frog. Ills whole body
was swollen-- and in man) places the skin
hud burst. Tln- red hi. 11 water In drops, j

mill lie was snirU-leijll- revived to lie
carried Into Goldllcld.

And bo pie tei ribl-- - list ruuld be length-ehi'- d

through page after page. If any-
thing more than mere iceltul of dlalrei'S-In- g

detulbTweiv in be gained. Tho oases
cited arc bttt a Tew unsung dcorej) of simi-

lar ones 'brought to the attention of the
iiews-r"atlln- g puiub- this year. But if the
plans of couut urtlilalH now under way
are. faithfully can-le- out. the. death list j

for 1W' "say he held within relatively i

binall bounds.

j .'A ; VERSION OF THIRST.
j

Dawn on the deci-it- . Some stars still
j glow In" the zeiiitli. but they aro fading

faHl I'ital.-- t or color panel the eastern '

nkj ' Aicool. twilight, cant and slngulurly
ele'ir Ill's tbr- - hurluon. There is hardly
PrA'zV I'liutigh asilr to refresh u moist- - '

enil lliiKcr. The blleuce Is Intense. II- - ;

limit able. A dry of brush oittrans tho I

eye monotonous In njilliie except when,
tile earth brojikH liKipl . Here. ami there
it blender.. Vticcu Htands motionless. Its
ninnies shining like old Ivory In the dls--
Solving' kIo1""! "Ml1 iheie 11 twisted
cactus reP takes on absurd proportions,
leaning n dr.inken poylnre against tho
"i;v Swiftly jet Imperceptibly the twl-I- I

Khl fXiauu,, ui'i-ah- l Hush In the
t has grown to a pule effulgence. tn

rhnurh miles of curtains wero being
noiaelehsly drawn nUlr-- . Objects fur oft '

laliine (IliuenKloi s where a moment ago
liei-- was noUiliig. A mountain raiigc'
ome bitlklly 1'ito dev.. giving sulwtanre

10 loftv show-p-a- that gleainud ghostly
the'dav.-n-. Th- - giaV ash of suge and

ifliiri worms' to a mwnv shade. The faint
breeze wither; the walling silence deep-

ens t. a hush A blinding Dash pierces
the flcflf-rL'- Vl,i'-.- ,

Notch bv notch hum surmounts the
biiil-- o aii'd ' half-mu- d man reeling

tii.-i- t iOiHUd'j It seems a
iloor has been thrown open, c,

mto his fevered brnlu the glare of u
World. The pallor of Hem; t'

has' 'mottled bis burned skin; his
Ve wll'l u,", hloodshot. hlH features

.lvn'v'i'i" He I? "'K. but the pnie light
tiie desert suurlj'c reveals him as a

uhniiibllng" oltl i man. nowhere In
na- - Icular h has ,o zlgzHRglng out of
hi dawn 'fhe sweat of yesterday has

nVnitcd his li'iilr. .ind unkempt locks have
t7ffened nit

- Hi naked f..ots L colleu and fltaln-- d with Dlocd: from
lYrVatto wn! I" rtPpeJ W his
linnnol Viiiri.'-Fe'';- has forsaken him;
I1 1' the nrlmnl lnntluci of thirst remains.
?i, bi' '0'ie r a million stunted

lJlck5,i3l,,,' a hrtiidful of pebbles
"oled'b' nnd forces them Into
h VnnnU,,lnto'.i th- - uiiKbnded wilderness
n.n iiouitU(l 'San Pouvh his Intolerable

miiklnphP lh, dnncii. .Myriad
Shadows He shrunken In

fl?ir"i?- clumps of brush.
rltiltinck. d lUaut- l- haVo ceased

Jhoir dSrtln?J? "Sht sheKcr from1 the

midday blaze. iNothing moVcs. Nothing
disturbs this desolation of sllenco but n.
lost mini, crazed, bareheaded,

moaning for water, water! In IhuLscorched and barren waste. Anguish ofthirst the liltp of which may be only onco
endured hits drawn back his lips, and tho
Bun has cracked and baked them. Hisblackened tongue protrudes

Crouched In tho desert, thero drifts tohis dying ears the mualc of plashing
to his dimming- eyes appears a per-

fect vision of fountainn. nnd marblofonts, and shade and
oh. It Is so near! Leaping, uttering de-
lirious sounds stopping to divest himselfnow of one frnyed garment, now of an-
other, naked lm nm3 to cast hlmdclf Into
his Eden of moisture. Into his palaco of

shadQjyE and stumbles Into tho paradleo
of the grave.

Gold, pure gold! Like some low, lumi-nous star on a veiled horizon It lures thefeot of men. In rcstlcFn dreams It burnsnbovo thorn, a yellow world amid tho sil-ver stare. In hours of eager waking Itgleams beyond, richer than hues of sun-set, brighter thnn noondav glare; over
Viinlahlng, ever appearing, "fair and elu-
sive, a tlamo by night and a Jowel by dav,guiding Its wistful votaries in trails thatlead to nowhere, torturing them, thrill-ing them, curwlng and caressing them,wooing them on to death!

Jn the Immeasurable silence of tho den-e- rt

dwells Thirst, tho guard of Gold; tot-
tering, sightless, with parchment lips andllmhs devoid of flesh

Tigktest Place I Was Ever In
VII. A GRIZZLY PIGHTIIT' MAD, BY "SIOUX."

L

1 - was away up north that It happened,
and It happened something like this.

We had been climbing for four days
from the lake to the barren lands at the
Top, where the whole wdrld seems fiat
but for tho little swalc In ll, where the
willows grow and the moose feed. From
below you would think that nbovo tho

timber were the peaks, but there are no
peaks. It Is nil Just a big fiat up there,

' running heaven only knows how far to- -

wards tho Arctic, and hero In October
tho bands of caribou gather, and as I
said the moose wander hack and forth
between tho willow swales.

It Is u good country for moat, and It
waa our Job to kill meat for a big mining
outfit down below. They got away witha beast and a half a week and paid us
12 cents a pound, end paid promptly In
dust, on which, there is always a little
profit for the man who knows his wav
about.

But we had had poor luck. It Is hard
work at any tlmo blundering through
thickets of dwarf birch, and lloundcrlng
through swamps of muskeg. The climb-
ing straight up through the pines does not
count for so much, but the bog holes kill
tho horses and our ono horse was pretty
nearly petered out when we started. He
had been packing all summer.

A Camp in tho Snow.
When we reached tho Top, It began to

snow so that we had to camp In tho little
bull plr.es on the very edge of tho bar-
rens, and that night eighteen Inches of
snow fell on the fiat.

Our canvas lly fell on us nnd nearly
smothered us 11 h we slept, and. when we
could see again, the whole world was
white and the pine woods looked like
Christmas cards. That's where snow

l

'aCLCAVE'j HIrOR j

or rJUJE'pori f ---c j

looks best. It's no act omit In the woods
In October.

Wo had 10. get out of the countrv and
we both reckoned that wo should be al- -
ni'.ghty lucky If wo got out with that horso
and our blankets.

was Inclined 10 grumble. I had come
to hunt, but Rube, who was with-me- , Justput tin matter In a. nutshell.

"We'll move camp down to those dead
pines. Cap. There's" a little feed in iho
swamp for the horde. Ir you feel like
hunting after we've made camp. ve'll
Jurt slay and hunt. It's only four miles
to the. place 1 mean."

At the end of those four miles I did not '

feel like anything but lying still whlldi he
cooked. It looked a hopoless dlstunce
from where we were to the lake.

Between camps tlilu morning it
been one long struggle from drift to drift.
On the level the snow was eighteen Inches
deep, anil whenever w wandered off the
level we wer as likely as not to go out of
sight. daylight till about :t o'clock
wo llotiuderod on. constantly uupucking
our wretched animal, to get him on to his
legs again, until at last even with hid
pucks olf. he would not gel up any more.

Then we picked up our loads and car- -

rled them Into lh nearest sheltered hol-
low we could find, trod down the now
aid covered It up with brush Hum the
pines, cut it big stick or two, nmde a roar- -
lng tire, put up ihc lly. nnd hung a moose
head over the fire to roast. It was lucky
that we lmd one. j

Benr Tracks.
We were right as rain, so we wmit back

to see f the horao hud had enough runt
in the snow.

We found him slin ,
I'oor beast, he looked n pretty lonely

sight, wllh his neck stretched out and his
tired legs rigid In that waste, over which
had come the curious blue light of an arc-
tic evening.

Rube picked up the aparajos and the
blankets. It looked rather like robbing
the dcud.

Did you notice them bear tracks," ho
said, "as wo came through the willows?"

"No."
"Must bo getting snow blind already.

Cap. They was big enough, r wondor
how soon he'll find out the old horse?"

In camp ntf wo sat smoking Rube
to tho subject again.

"I don't suppose that hear will conic
around until tho horse begins to smell a
bit snvopry, but bo might happen along.
I guess I'll set that trap anyway. You

I

don't hanker, after packing It down hill,
do you?"

I didn't, so Rubo went off Into the night,a,ul was gone half an hour netting hisbear trap.
When bo came back 1 asked him If hehad over had a ' eerap" with a grlzzlv.
"Not me." he said. "Tho kind of "griz-

zly that scraps Is raised In whisky barsan.l dime novels. My bars all run tco
dnrned fast for my liking, but 1 guess thisono won t run far If he puts his fool In
that trap. There's a stick on the end of
It os I can hardly heft. But he's a big
ui by his tracks."

W- - rpent two days In that camp, andwe decided to pull out on tho morning of
the third. Our moose meat wns nearly
finished.

"ISIighl as well go and see whether thatbar has found old .Mo. P"nel as if I want-
ed excrclsln" to get away with all thegrub we've been eatln ."

"Shall 1 como along?"
Taint worth It. unless you -- o deadkeep to. There's mighty little chance of

the bar, and you may as well finish jour
novel."

A Tip to the Water Hole.
It was "Sir Richard Calmady" that I

was reading, nnd the story attracted me
niorr thnn a barren visit to a dead horse.

So Rube disappeared amongst the pine
trees alone.

Twice I Ic'ft my book to muko ;:p ihe
t'i ; then 1 cut wood for the niht. andput the billy on to boll, ,and still Rubo
dil not return.

1 was growing anxious, and the evening
was growlm; dark, so I took my r'jr- - and
the big kettle. 1 would go and rxl a fresh
uppiv of water, and from tho v:itr nolo

1 could see the nlace where th horse lay
an 1 find out what had become of my pnrt-no- r.

In the woods It was beastly dark, so
that I tripped and drove inv rlile Into
snow, choking the barrel of it. I would
fix It when I came back, I thought, and
loft It against a tree to lo called for on
my way back.

I had Just filled mv billv. dlDnlncr lbo
water out of a bog-not- e with the Jld.
when my eye fell on a fresh moose track,
and bohlnd It a froaher man track.

So that was what had happened to
Rube. IIo bad seen the freah sign and
Gone in pursuit. 1 might us well go and
pack the benr trap In, I thought, and,
kettle In hand, strolled on to do so.

Rube, I could see, had not been to the
dead horse. The moose had crossed the
trail between It and camp, and Rube hud
followed tho moose.

But I never expected bear.
However as soon as my eyes fell upon

the carenso I knew that It had been vis-
ited. It had been dragged a yard from
the frozen bed, and a great lump had
been ripped from Its side. Moreover the
snow all round the carcase looked as if
a ploughing match had taken placo there.
But I saw no signs of tho trap.

Lord! How still It was!
That muskeg swamp with its ono or two

dwarfed pines, nnd stunted birches,
drowning In the snow, looked like the last
and loneliest spot on enrth. and the black
woods at tho back of It were threatening-
ly dumb.

An Ambuscade.
Just then somothlng stirred In tho

thicket of second growth, behind the dead
horse. Instinctively I took a step forward
to seo what It was, and as I did so cameright out into tho open.

At onco the young pines, close set andmay be six feet high, bent toward mo as
corn bends before the wind; a cloud of
fine snow rose from them as If a shell
had burst, and the black dumbnoes of
the watching woods was shattered by a I

yell of rage so fiendish, so malevolentthat, old hunter as I was, my blood frozeat a sound I did not recognize.
The next moment tho fiend himself wasupon me. A grizzly dead, looks a feeble,

almost plg-llk- o beam, but a grizzly mad
with rage, with every hair on end. iharg-In- g

across u snow ileiu at the edge ofnight, looks ciulte another matter.
This beast as far I was concerned

looked bigger than a mountain, vugue.
monstrous, terrific.

I turned and run. nnd as I ran I heurd
the bear's great snort.-- coming olnser and
closer as he ploughed his way through thesnow, dragging the Imp and the voung
pine to which It wus-- attached as If the
pine had been a walking slick. !

I never run harder and 1 never went
sJowcr, and to this day ll seems to me its
If I ran that night for hii hour: waded I
menu, with g efforts through
that accursed snow which seemed to hold
me mote than ll held the bear. If I had
only hud snowshoes on!

Just then 1 knr?w the drumming 'blood
would burst my brain, f caught a gflmps-o- four camp tire through the thick bull
pines on my left, and with (he Instinct
of a beast that makes for Its home to die
I turned off the trail and stusgeroil down
hill.

AvatriIlg, the Death Blow.
The boughs lashed me across tho eves,

the logs irlppsd me, the snow stayed "me.
and then all at once I sank down, down to
my armpits In a deop unseen drift.

Like a mad thing T struggled to get
out. but It was in vain. One of mv feet
stuck fast, it had sunk between the
forks of some burled brush, and was heldas In a vice.

Ono desperate effort 1 made. 1 would
have torn my limb off lr I could huvo
donu so. and then I shut my eyes, thestrength went out of mo and I gave In.

1 dared not turn round to moot my
death, but I knew thai it was upon me.

1 heard the deep gasps of the beast be-
hind me, Iho heavy flounder of him as ho
lurched down through the snow, lbo rat-- ilie. and the crash of the little dry plnua
as his anchor Jog camo battering tbiough
them, ami as I writhed forward face
downwurd In the snow, a leaden weight
struck me on ihe shoulder, u shurp pain
lb rilled all through me and .something
warm trickled slowly down mv spin-Y- et

another six Inches I wrl'rhed away,
and as 1 did so I could hear my clothesrending under those bone white claws.

As n wounded bird cowers before thegunner who next minute will take It up
and wring Its neck, so I cowered in thsnow waiting for my death blow, whilst
the dumb arctic forest rang with that
lhoiiHtnr'x blaspheming whilst tho Irees
rattled and crashed, and that huge mailed
hand struck and ulralned after inv life.

Twice It Just scraped my shoulder, andthe second time 1 turned, and tlm hot d

breath of the beast struck mo In the
face and sickened me.

Tho Master-Voic- e.

Dark as the gloom wan under those
omber pines, the vngno mn.ss which lay

almost on tho lop of mo wus darker ynt,
a living, raging blackness which strug-
gled and strained toward me In tho
midst wero two blazing eyes nnd a gnash-
ing of long white teeth, while ever andanon tho Thing gathered itself together
and hurled itself forward ko that thosecurved white claws camo nlwavs nearer
and nearer their mark.

Thon I understood, and the revulsion offooling was so great that I swear I almostlaughed.
The anchor log had jammed between

two bull pines and, ns long fin they stood,
the boar was held as fast as 1 wns. unless
the log slipped. At that thought mv blood
frozo again

If tho bruto should tire, and let thechain fall slack, the log would loose itsgrip and
"Lie still thar Cap!"' Even' the b,car seemed to obey that calm

sharp ordor, turning lis head with a.
wicked snau toward the silent-foote- d new
comer

Then there was n long nnd awful pause,
as If all nuturo waited, and I know that
ll wns snowing again, tho gieat soft
llnkcp drifting down through tho black
pines, whilst the little Ivory bead ercpt-u-
and up until It rented steadily between
the eyes that glared so close to initio.

There, was murder In them, but there
was death In that llttlo while bead.

For a moment my heart stood still, then
ihe master voice of ihe rllle spoke the
startled woods iuakcd. and there fell a
great sllenco.
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